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I. Explain with reference to context any FIVE in 75 words each: 

(5 x 4 = 20 marks)

1. “Bharani is a historian – he’s interested only in playing chess with the shadows of the dead” – Explain the implicit meaning of the passage.

2. “Do you really think parricide is a little thing?  And fratricide?

· Who is the speaker and to whom spoken?

· What do the underlined words mean?

3. “They looked like giant ant-hills in the moonlight”

· Explain the simile.

4. “ This war …. Might result in the rejuvenation of other peoples also … undoubtedly seven years of cruel war has changed them”
· Who do this ‘war’ and ‘peoples’ refer to?

· What do ‘war’ and ‘them’ refer to?

5. “There is certainly a good deal of the cow about him.  But, Maharaja, fellows of this kind have their uses”.

· Who is the person compared to a cow?

· Give the reasons for such comparison.

6. “Bhairava is being turned out of his temple today – Thirst will sit on the alter instead”

· Who is Bhairava?  What does the word ‘Thirst’ signify?

7. “O young through all the immortal years? 

 Rise, mother, rise, regenerate from thy groom.”

· What is the paradox in the lines?

· Explain the word ‘gloom’.

8. “One heart are we to love thee, O our Mother, 

One divided, indivisible soul,  

Bound by one hope, one purpose, one devotion 

Towards a great, divinely – destined goal”

· Examine the implications of the given lines.

II. Answer any FIVE of the following in 150 words



 (5 x 8 = 40 marks)

9. The poems of Bharathi extol a sense of staunch nationalism in the minds of readers – Prove.

10. Quote the examples of Nehru to motivate Indians to revitalize their ideology in ‘The Discovery of India’.

11. Do you agree with Dominique Loppiere in his apparent conclusion that India cannot be peaceful – substantiate your answer with contemporary examples.

12. “The Mahatma may be all wrong about politics, but he is right about the fullness of love in all creatures”.  Critically comment.

13. What are the obstacles M.K. Gandhi faced when he began writing his autobiography?

14. Describe the importance of the character Dhananjaya in Tagore’s play ‘ Mukta-dhara’.

III. Attempt an essay on any TWO in 350 words.  



(2 x 20 = 40 marks)

15. “And within a span of twenty years this tremendously capable man has gone to pieces…. Due to his feeling that he had only the correct answer”.  Justify.

(OR)

16. Apart from the horror and bloodshed in ‘Train to Pakistan’ the love story bridges the age-old gap between the Muslims and Hindus – Discuss.

17. “The main significance of the play is psychological, the growing feeling of identity in the prince’s mind between his own chained spirit and the damned current of ‘Mukta – dhara’ – Elucidate.

18. Bring out the spirit of Nationalism in the poems of Sarojini Naidu.
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